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HAWAII BIOENERGY, LLC'S RESPONSES TO 
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION'S INFORMATION REQUESTS 

COMES NOW Hawaii BloEnergy, LLC ("HBE"), by and through its attorneys, 

Morihara Lau & Fong LLP, and hereby respectfully submits its responses to the 

Public Utilities Commission's Information Requests, dated March 2, 2009. 

DATED: Honolulu, Hawaii, March 16, 2009. 

KENT D. MORIHARA 
KRIS N. NAKAGAWA 
SANDRA L. WILHIDE 

Morihara Lau & Fong LLP 
Attorneys for Hawaii BioEnergy, LLC 
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PUC-IR-36 Are future biomass facilities likely to be dispatchable and curtailable 

resources? Would sub-1 MW biomass facilities, such as anaerobic 

digesters, likely be dispatchable and curtailable? 

RESPONSE: Yes. Hawaii BioEnergy, LLC ("HBE") believes that future 

biomass-based facilities are able to provide base-load, dispatchable 

and curtailable electricity, making them one of the most consistent and 

reliable forms of renewable power generation. While Hawaii's biomass 

resources could contribute substantial base-load power to the HECO 

Companies' applicable grid or network through moderate to large-scale 

generating facilities, sub-1 MW biomass facilities, such as anaerobic 

digestors, can also provide dispatchable and curtailable sources of 

power. Sub-1 MW systems have been developed in Ontario, for 

example, down to 50kW biogas systems. Fuel is stored in the digester 

and is fully dispatchable and curtailable for these types of systems. 

SPONSOR: Joel Matsunaga 
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PUC-IR-37 With the support of an FiT, based on Hawaii's forestry and agricultural 

resources, to what extent in aggregate MWs and where would 

developers likely build additional biomass generators? 

RESPONSE: The aggregate MW potential will be a function of the biomass 

resources available and the technology employed to convert those 

resources into power. In order to respond to the question asked 

above, HBE would have to be aware of all biomass developers' plans 

and where they may be siting projects in Hawaii. HBE is not aware of 

what other biomass developers are planning. However, HBE notes 

that it is currently engaged in a feasibility study to determine the 

optimal location and technology for the efficient conversion of biomass 

for particular sites that it is interested in. The outcome of this study will 

be proprietary information of HBE. In addition, HBE notes that the 

rates, terms and conditions of the FiT would have to be known in order 

to respond with information on what level of MWs and in what locations 

developers would be likely to build additional biomass generation in 

Hawaii. 

SPONSOR: Joel Matsunaga 
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PUC-IR-38 If included in an FiT, what is the potential for sub-1 MW biomass 

systems in Hawaii? Specifically, deschbe where such generators 

would likely be located, their potential number and aggregate capacity, 

and the likely feedstocks. 

RESPONSE: HBE is currently engaged in a feasibility study of systems above 1-MW 

and is not in a position to speculate as to the potential number of sub-1 

MW biomass systems in Hawaii, their locations, aggregate capacity 

and likely feedstocks. 

SPONSOR: Joel Matsunaga 
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PUC-IR-39 On a $/MW basis, what interconnection costs have you experienced or 

do you anticipate for biomass projects in Hawaii? Please describe how 

interconnection costs vary by location and project size. 

RESPONSE: Since HBE has not yet developed a biomass project in Hawaii, it does 

not have any experience with interconnection costs or a basis for 

providing an estimate of what interconnection costs may be and how 

they might vary by location and project size. 

SPONSOR: Joel Matsunaga 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on this date I served copies of the foregoing document on the 

following parties, by causing copies hereof to be delivered as set forth below: 

CATHERINE P. AWAKUNI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE & CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
DIVISION OF CONSUMER ADVOCACY 
P.O. Box 541 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96809 

DEAN MATSUURA, MANAGER 
REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
HAWAIIAN ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. 
P.O. Box 2750 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96840-0001 

JAY IGNACIO, PRESIDENT 
HAWAII ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY, INC. 
P. O. Box 1027 
Hilo, Hawaii 96721-1027 

EDWARD L. REINHARDT, PRESIDENT 
MAUI ELECTRIC COMPANY, LTD. 
P. O. Box 398 
Kahului, Hawaii 96732 

THOMAS W. WILLIAMS, JR., ESQ. 
PETER Y.KIKUTA, ESQ. 
DAMON L. SCHMIDT, ESQ. 
GOODSILL, ANDERSON QUINN & STIFEL 
Alii Place, Suite 1800 
1099 Alakea Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

ROD S. AOKI, ESQ. 
ALCANTAR & KAHL LLP 
120 Montgomery Street, Suite 2200 
San Francisco, California 94104 

THEODORE PECK 
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AND TOURISM 
235 South Beretania Street, Room 501 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

2 Copies 
Hand Delivery 

1 Copy 
E-mail 

1 Copy 
E-mail 

1 Copy 
E-mail 

1 Copy 
E-mail 

1 Copy 
E-mail 

1 Copy 
E-mail 



ESTRELLA SEESE 1 Copy 
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT E-mail 
AND TOURISM 
235 South Beretania Street, Room 501 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

MARK J. BENNETT, ESQ. 1 Copy 
DEBORAH DAY EMERSON, ESQ. E-mail 
GREGG J. KINKLEY, ESQ. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
425 Queen Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Counsel for DBEDT 

CARRIE K.S. OKINAGA, ESQ. 1 Copy 
GORDON D. NELSON, ESQ. E-mail 
DEPARTMENT OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL 
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 
530 South King Street, Room 110 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

LINCOLN S.T. ASHIDA, ESQ. 1 Copy 
WILLIAM V. BRILHANTE JR., ESQ. E-mail 
MICHAEL J. UDOVIC, ESQ. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 
101 Aupuni Street, Suite 325 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

HENRY Q. CURTIS 1 Copy 
KAT BRADY E-mail 
LIFE OF THE LAND 
76 North King Street, Suite 203 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 

CARL FREEDMAN 1 Copy 
HAIKU DESIGN & ANALYSIS E-mail 
4234 Hana Highway 
Haiku, Hawaii 96708 

WARREN S. BOLLMEIER II 1 Copy 
PRESIDENT E-mail 
HAWAII RENEWABLE ENERGY ALLIANCE 
46-040 Konane Place, #3816 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744 



DOUGLAS A. CODIGA, ESQ. 1 Copy 
SCHLACK ITO LOCKWOOD PIPER & ELKIND E-mail 
TOPA FINANCIAL CENTER 
745 Fort Street, Suite 1500 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Counsel for BLUE PLANET FOUNDATION 

MARK DUDA, PRESIDENT 1 Copy 
HAWAII SOLAR ENERGY ASSOCIATION E-mail 
P.O. Box 37070 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96837 

RILEY SAITO 1 Copy 
THE SOLAR ALLIANCE E-mail 
73-1294 Awakea Street 
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740 

KENT D. MORIHARA, ESQ. 1 Copy 
KRIS N. NAKAGAWA, ESQ. E-mail 
SANDRA L. WILHIDE, ESQ. 
MORIHARA LAU & FONG LLP 
841 Bishop Street, Suite 400 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Counsel for MAUI LAND & PINEAPPLE COMPANY, INC. 

THEODORE E. ROBERTS 1 Copy 
SEMPRA GENERATION E-mail 
101 Ash Street, HQ 12 
San Diego, California 92101 

CLIFFORD SMITH 1 Copy 
MAUI LAND & PINEAPPLE COMPANY, INC. E-mail 
P.O. Box 187 
Kahului, Hawaii 96733 

ERIK KVAM 1 Copy 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER E-mail 
ZERO EMISSIONS LEASING LLC 
2800 Woodlawn Drive, Suite 131 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 

JOHN N. REI 1 Copy 
SOPOGY INC. E-mail 
2660 Waiwai Loop 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819 



GERALD A. SUMIDA, ESQ. 1 Copy 
TIM LUI-KWAN, ESQ. E-mail 
NATHAN C. NELSON, ESQ. 
CARLSMITH BALL LLP 
ASB Tower, Suite 2200 
1001 Bishop Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Counsel for HAWAII HOLDINGS, LLC. dba FIRST WIND HAWAII 

CHRIS MENTZEL, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 1 Copy 
CLEAN ENERGY MAUI LLC E-mail 
619 Kupulau Drive 
Kihei, Hawaii 96753 

HARLAN Y. KIMURA, ESQ. 1 Copy 
CENTRAL PACIFIC PLAZA E-mail 
220 South King Street, Suite 1660 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Counsel for TAWHIRI POWER LLC 

SANDRA-ANN Y.H. WONG, ESQ. 1 Copy 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, A LAW CORPORATION E-mail 
1050 Bishop Street, #514 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Counsel for ALEXANDER & BALDWIN, INC., 
Through its division, HAWAIIAN COMMERCIAL & SUGAR COMPANY 

DATED: Honolulu, Hawaii, March 16, 2009. 

A^>/ -^^ -^^^^ 
KENT D. MORIHARA 
KRIS N. NAKAGAWA 
SANDRA L. WILHIDE 

Morihara Lau & Fong LLP 
Attorneys for Hawaii BioEnergy, LLC 


